
   
 

 
 

2026 LANGLEYLive! MUSIC FESTIVAL 
RULES & GUIDELINES 

 

General Rules Pianists & Instrumental Collaborators 
Registration At the Festival 
Scheduling Complaints & Protests 
Repertoire Certificates & Awards 

 

GENERAL RULES: 
 

1. LangleyLive! (the Festival) is under the working management of the VAYA Youth 
Arts Society (the Society). Any questions not dealt with in these rules wall be 
referred to VAYA’s Directors whose decisions on such matters will be final and 
binding. The objectives of the Society will be the guiding principles for all 
decisions. 

 

2. LIABILITY WAIVER: Acceptance of a participant's entry into the LANGLEY Live! 
Music Festival will release any responsibility of the Festival Society’s Directors, 
Staff and Volunteers from any claims, demands, damages, actions, or causes of 
action arising out of or in consequence of any loss, injury or damage to any 
participant or any participant's personal property incurred while attending or 
participating in the festivals. 

 

3. ELIGIBILITY: Competitive classes are open to non-professional performers who 
are living or studying in BC. This condition does not apply to those bona fide 
students of the performing arts—both over and under the age of majority. Those 
who teach for the purpose of applying the money so earned for the furtherance of 
their education or who are occasionally remunerated for services and gigs rendered 
in the arts are also exempt. Dependent minors with union status and credits are not 
considered professional performers for the purposes of VAYA Festivals. Adult 
performers with union status or credits should consult LangleyLive! Administration 
prior to registration. Professional musicians are welcome to enter the festival for an 
adjudication only. The Festival’s decision on a competitor’s Professional Status will 
be final but can be reviewed in a future year. 

 

4. Participants may enter more than once in any class (e.g., Romantic Composers) 
except Provincial Classes. A separate entry fee is required for additional selections.  
 

5. ‘OPEN’ classes are for students who have completed their ARCT diploma.  
 



   
 

 
 

6. Age limits: Age of competitors is determined as of December 31, 2025. 
 

7. PROVINCIAL CLASSES are mandatory for any competitor wishing to be 
considered for recommendation to the Provincial Festival—Performing Arts BC 
(PABC). 

a. Except for Chamber Groups and Duet Classes, all selections should be 
memorized unless PABC permits an exception.  

b. Competitors not performing a selection from memory that is not exempt 
in LangleyLive! Or PABC Rules will have 3 points deducted from their 
total marks for the class. 

c. In Provincial Classes only, no solo competitor may be over the age of 22. 
d. Competitors entering Provincial Classes are responsible for reviewing the 

PABC general and division rules and to comply with these rules in 
LangleyLive! Provincial Classes. Please visit 
https://www.bcprovincials.com/ 

e. Competitors can only be referred to BC Provincials with a mark of %85 or 
higher. 

f. A Provincial Class at LangleyLive! is considered as 2 combined solo 
classes with 2 marks in fulfilment of PABC requirements. 

 

8. Class-Specific Rules are stated in their sections of the syllabus.  
 

9. Clarification about Class-Specific Rules or these General Rules should be asked in 
writing to langleylive@vayafestivals.ca and once answered will serve as an official 
record of the decision. 

 

10. Publicity Photos: VAYA reserves the right to take official photographs at 
appropriate times for archival and publicity purposes.  
 

11. VAYA Youth Arts Society is committed to inclusive, community-oriented 
performing arts education opportunities. Any participant requiring clarification 
about accessibility on premises or requests for adaptation should email 
langleylive@vayafestivals.ca as any inclusion related requests need to be approved 
and planned for in advance. A participant can request the following: 

i. Financial Support for participation for the cost of one class with a letter 
from their teacher.   

ii. Environmental modifications that do not prohibit typical operations.  
iii. ASL translation. 
iv. Talk-to-text transcription of a live Adjudication.  
v. Other adaptations specific to the needs of the participant. 

  



   
 

 
 

REGISTRATION: 
 

12. Festival entries must be received on or before FEBRUARY 15, 2026. Late registrations will 
be considered only if time is available and will be subject to a $10 late fee. 

 

13. Entry fees for LangleyLive! are non-refundable unless for medical reasons and 
accompanied by a doctor’s note. 

 

14. Participants in the Solo and Small Ensemble Festival classes, must enter a grade level 
higher than their last conservatory examination, except if the examination was 
completed between January - April of the festival year. 

 

15. Participants who enter classes with an incorrect choice of music for the period named will 
be reassigned to the appropriate class if the error is caught. However, LangleyLive! VAYA 
Festivals Administration is not responsible for any loss if the entry error is not corrected. 

 

16. Participants may not use the same composition in a consecutive competition year. 
 

17. Participants may not perform a composition in more than one class in the festival. 
 

18. The Festival reserves the right to refuse any entry without assigning a reason for so doing. 
 

19. Classes suffixed with an ‘A’ indicate a competitive class that is eligible for awards. The 
suffix of ‘B’ indicates a non-competitive class where the focus will be on feedback and 
performance practice.  

 

 

  



   
 

 
 

SCHEDULING: 
 

20. Classes may occur on any day during the festival event, and at any time of day between 
9:00am and 9:00pm. As the availability of our festival venues is limited, we are unable to 
accommodate rescheduling requests. However, we do appreciate your communication 
about potential conflicts. Please email inquiries to: langleylive@vayafestivals.ca  
 

21. It is the responsibility of the participant to ensure they are aware of their class schedule, 
email correspondences, and keeping their contact email up to date with the Festival. 

 

22. It is the participant’s responsibility to ensure they are available to perform at the time of 
their scheduled class. 

 

23. No competitor will be allowed to perform at an alternate time from their scheduled class. 
 

24. There will be no printed program. Instead, the full schedule will be posted in advance on 
the website, and daily updates will be accessible at the festival venues using a QR code or 
posted schedule.  

 

25. After the deadlines for entries have passed, the order of the programs will be arranged. 
Under-subscribed classes will be combined. 

 

26. Approximately 3-4 weeks prior to the festival, schedules will be forwarded by email to 
participants and teachers confirming the class number(s), location, date, and time. 
 

27. Participants who intend to withdraw from any class shall notify the Festival in advance. 
  



   
 

 
 

REPERTOIRE: 
 

28. Unless specific class requirements state otherwise, repertoire titles must be accurately 
stated at the time of registration. If applicable, Movements, Opus Numbers, and/or larger 
work titles (eg. From ‘Hamilton’, or Opus. 43, mov. 2) must be specified at the time of 
registration. Incomplete registration information may be subject to penalties or deductions 
at the Adjudicator’s discretion.  
 

29. Once registrations have closed, any changes to repertoire must be submitted within 2 
weeks after the entry deadline, and must be accompanied by a $25.00 change fee, after 
which time no changes will be accepted. 
 

30. Participants are not allowed to alter repertoire selections at the time of performance. 
 

31. Syllabi of the major Canadian examination bodies provide grade level guidance in 
making suitable repertoire choices. Repertoire not included in a Canadian syllabus must 
be at the appropriate grade level for the class; The Adjudicator’s decision on level is final.  
 

32. Participants in LangleyLive! solo classes should memorize their chosen selections, except in 
Sonata class or in non-competitive classes. Participants in Solo and Provincial Classes will 
be subject to a standardized deduction of 3 marks if any material performed is not 
memorized and there is no exemption listed in the PABC Rules (Provincial classes only).  
 

33. SHEET MUSIC AND COPYRIGHT: Each competitor must submit an original copy/score 
of the music selections to the adjudicator's secretary prior to the class in which he/she is to 
perform. Competitors must number the first bar of each line in their score(s).  

 

34. PHOTOCOPIES OF MUSIC ARE NOT PERMITTED except when:  
a. Written notice of permission to copy out of print from the publisher or direct permission 

from the composer is provided at the time of performance.   
b. Downloaded sheet music is accompanied by a receipt indicating proof of purchase or 

proof of public domain status.  
c. Music downloaded from imslp.org is permitted if accompanied by the full URL of the 

work being performed.  
d. Accompanists display the original score on the piano when using copies to facilitate 

page turns from photocopied music.  
e. Original sheet music must be supplied for all persons not playing from memory. 

 

35. TIME LIMITS: All selections must be accurately timed and stated on the entry form. 
Timing shall “begin with the first note and extend to the final note", but shall not include 
any necessary tuning between selections, verbal introductions, nor applause.  
 

36. Commonly observed cuts or intentionally omitted repeats are acceptable in all competitive 
classes so long as they are indicated clearly on the adjudicator’s music. The use of cuts or 
omitted repeat sections are advised to comply with performance time limits. However, the 
participant must be able to perform the omitted section on demand.  



   
 

 
 

PIANISTS & INSTRUMENTAL COLLABORATORS: 
 

37. Participants must provide their own collaborators, also called ‘accompanists’. Rates are 
determined by the service provider, not the Festival.  
 

38. LangleyLive! supplies a list of local collaborators for hire. Participants and Teachers are 
responsible for vetting any service provider on the list. The Festival cannot endorse or 
guarantee the quality of any independent contractor.  
 

39. A live collaborator (piano or guitar) must play for each competitor according to the musical 
requirements. Pre-recorded tracks will NOT be permitted in Solo classes.  
 

40. A singer may choose to play and sing with Piano and Guitar in any Contemporary Solo 
Voice Class. Note: Self-Accompanying in Provincial classes is not allowed.  

 

41. The piano is the instrument to be used for all selections requiring accompaniment except 
Contemporary or Folk Songs where the use of other instruments is acceptable.  

 

42. Recorded accompaniment is permitted for vocal ensemble and choral classes. These groups 
must bring and operate their own portable sound systems. 

 

AT THE FESTIVAL: 
 

43. There is no admission charge to view classes; All are open to the public. However, VAYA 
reserves the right to remove any guest who disrupts or inhibits the work of performers or 
adjudicators. 
 

44. Participants should arrive 15 minutes before the time set for their classes, as the time 
allotted for classes is approximate. Performers not present at the time their class begins are 
subject to disqualification. 

 

45. Warm-up rooms may be available, but cannot be guaranteed. Warming up and tuning 
must be completed 10 minutes before the start of the class. 

 

46. COMMUNICATION WITH THE ADJUDICATOR: Communication with the adjudicator 
on the part of competitors, teachers, coaches, or parents prior to the competition class is 
absolutely forbidden. Necessary questions from the participant must be directed to the 
adjudicator's secretary or another festival representative.  

 

47. ETIQUETTE: Concert étiquette is expected inside the competition hall.  
a. No videos, audio recordings, or photographs may be taken when the adjudicator is 

speaking. Failure to respect this rule will result in the immediate disqualification of the 
performer connected to the offending audience member.  

b. Electronic devices must be silenced at all times when in the competition hall.  
c. Any noise from a mobile device (watch, phone, tablet, etc) will be addressed by the 

secretary and can result in performer disqualification.  



   
 

 
 

d. Competitors are encouraged to introduce their pieces from the stage before they begin. 
For Provincial Classes, the introduction is an expected part of your performance.  

e. Simple Recording is now permitted, see Rule 52 below for conditions and restrictions. 
 

48. The audience is requested to be silent during performances and not to enter or leave the 
auditorium while a performance is in progress.  

 

49. Performances may begin when the Adjudicator signals unless otherwise stated at the start 
of the class. Adjudicators may stop performances when the time limit is reached. 

 

50. The VAYA Youth Arts Society has a zero-tolerance policy for discrimination, harassment, 
bullying, violence, or intimidation of any person or any protected status in any form, 
including online. Any person found engaging in the aforementioned acts with Festival 
personnel, participants, guests, or other persons ordinarily present at the venue will be 
removed. 

 

51. The Festival reserves the right to disqualify any participant who is not ready to perform 
when called upon by the adjudicator's secretary, unless an acceptable reason has been 
permitted prior to the start of the class. 

 

52. Recording: Participants may be recorded (Audio/Video) under the following strict 
conditions: 
a. VAYA Youth Arts Society has no rights or responsibilities respecting the content or 

use of recordings made for private documentation purposes.  
b. ONE Person may record on ONE device from the dedicated recording zone, per 

performance.  
c. Any person recording (Video OR Audio) outside of the dedicated recording zone will 

be asked to leave the venue, and the connected competitor will be disqualified from 
the class. 

d. DO NOT ask to move the dedicated recording zone.  
e. There can be NO MOVEMENT of device or tripod or the person recording once the 

performance begins. The recording shall be made from a stationary setting. 
f. Only the performer and their collaborating musician shall be filmed during the 

performance.  
g. Only the performer(s) can consent to a recording of the performance. However, VAYA 

reserves the right to forbid recording for any reason, and at any time with no advance 
notice given. 

h. Competitors are responsible to obtain their collaborating musicians consent for 
recording. 

i. Recordings are the sole responsibility of the participant or their guardians.  
j. Anyone found recording the Adjudicator’s feedback or workshop will be asked to 

leave the venue, and the connected competitor will be disqualified from the class.  
k. Live-streaming of any kind is not permitted and the connected competitor will be 

subject to disqualification. 
 



   
 

 
 

 
COMPLAINTS AND PROTESTS: 
 

53. Complaints and protests must be made in writing during the festival, accompanied by a 
protest fee of $25.00. If the protest is sustained by the festival, the protest fee will be 
refunded. Please email: langleylive@vayafestivals.ca and allow 48 hours for a response 
during festival.  
 

CERTIFICATES AND AWARDS: 
 

54. The Adjudicator’s decision on placements and awards will be final. The Festival shall not 
impose rules preventing awardees from accepting awards and recommendations from 
LangleyLive! 
 

55. Certificates and adjudication comment sheets will be given to participants with their sheet 
music at the completion of the class. 
 

56. Cash and In-Kind awards, as well as named honours medals and certificates, are listed in 
advance and allocated by the adjudicator of each discipline at the conclusion of all 
competitive performances.  
 

57. Cross discipline awards (if any) will be listed in advance on the Festival website with 
specific criteria.  
 

58. To be eligible for a cash award, a participant must have received a minimum Gold merit 
level (%90+) in at least one class. However, winning a Gold does not automatically qualify 
for a cash award. The final decision rests with the adjudicator. 

 

59. All participants who achieve a grade of 95% or higher will receive a Platinum Medal for 
Outstanding Performance.  

 

60. The awards program is ongoing. Check the website (www.vayafestivals.ca) for updates. 
 


